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The Eurac Research CLARIN Centre

Forschung

Autumn  2017: 
CLARIN-IT membership application

Spring 2018: 
CLARIN C-Centre

Summer 2021: 
CLARIN Knowledge Centre for Computer-
Mediated Communication and Social Media 
Corpora (CKCMC)

Ongoing:
B-Centre certification

Responsible people
Dr. Andrea Abel
Head of Institute

Egon W. Stemle
Researcher
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Deposited resources at the ERCC

Forschung

non-standard language corpora (learner corpora, corpora of student writing, social 
media and computer-mediated communication corpora, dialectal corpora…)

• Beldeko Summary Corpus v1.0.0

• KoKo German L1 Learner Corpus (v1, v2 & v3)

• Kolipsi-1 Corpus v1.0

• Kolipsi-2 Corpus v1.0

• LEONIDE - Longitudinal Learner Corpus in 
Italiano, Deutsch and English 1.1

• MERLIN Written Learner Corpus for Czech, 
German, Italian (1.0 & 1.1)

Learner and student writing Web and CMC

Other

• ACTER (Annotated Corpora for Term Extraction 
Research) (v1.3 & v1.4)

• VinKo (Varieties in Contact) Corpus

• DIDI - The DiDi Corpus of South Tyrolean CMC 
1.0.0

• KrdWrd CANOLA Corpus (1.0 & 1.1)

• PAISÀ Corpus of Italian Web Text

https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/15
https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/26
https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/30
https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/25
https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/24
https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/32
https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/7
https://clarin.eurac.edu/repository/xmlui/handle/20.500.12124/3
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The DiDi corpus of South 
Tyrolean CMC
Collecting and sharing user-generated, sensitive 
data from Facebook



Project DiDi
Digital Natives – Digital Immigrants. Writing on social network sites: a 
corpus-based observation of the current language use in South Tyrol, with 
particular consideration of the writers' age
Project duration: June 2013 - June 2015

Aims: 
• Document language use in digital everyday communication in South Tyrol
• Analyse choice of language and variety

Document = Collect and share!



Background – South Tyrol
Local setting: 
• Culture with 2 official minorities and one official majority group that 

is however the local minority
• diverse and potentially delicate structures in social networks of people
• importance of identity
• culture and identity expressed in language and in non-institutional personal 

communication with own social network
• language choice as social statement

• Facebook as main platform for digital everyday communication, in ST 
-> related to identity work



Background
The not so straightforward data types…

• personal data
• private data
• sensitive data
• potentially harmful/compromising data

before GDPR (2013, GDPR since 2018)
Nevertheless, legal restrictions and ethical considerations

• What do we owe our data donors? How would we want our data to be used?



Data collection 
in DiDi

Facebook App
Web application with 
integration to Facebook API to 
retrieve socio-demographic 
metadata and access tokens

Querying Facebook API
Backend script to access and 
download Facebook data with 
access tokens from users



Legal restrictions 
and beyond…

• Usage consent
• Terms of licence, privacy 

policy
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Legal restrictions 
and beyond…
• Voluntary data donors 
• No pre-filled web forms

• Information about data 
treatment and scope of 
future data use

• Possibility to stop data 
sharing at any time of the 
donation workflow

• Possibility to withdraw right 
for data usage retrospectively

• Full manual anonymisation

Auf Besuch im <InstNE>-Zeltlager <GeoNE>

vor allem für die, die in <GeoNE> studieren -
<PersNE> <PersNE> >PersNE> =)))

<PersNE> <PersNE>: Singen, beim <InstNE>-
Chef

A viertl Seite kostet 100 Euro + MwSt. 
Miaßasch di mit meindo Kollegin <PersNE> 
<PersNE> in Verbindung setzn, Tel. <tel>, E-
Mail <mail>

….



The DiDi corpus at ERCC
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THANK YOU!
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